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was afraid that all the European Courts would feel them-
selves the targets of Princip's bullets, and would turn away
from us, with the approval of the monarchist and con-
servative elements in their countries. And even if it did
not come to that, who would dare to defend us? I knew
that neither France, nor, still less, Russia, was in a position
to match herself with Germany and her ally on the Danube,
because their preparations were not to be complete until
. 1917. This especially filled me with anxiety and fear.
The most terrible thoughts crowded in upon me. This
began at 5 PJVL on the Sunday of Vidov Z)an, and con-
tinued day and night, except during a few fitful moments of
sleep, until Tuesday forenoon. Then there came to see me
a young friend, Major N	 (in the Ministry of Educa-
tion). He was uneasy, but not in despair as I was. I
poured out to him my apprehensions without restraint or
reflection. He at once said to me, in the tone usual to him
on such occasions, that is to say, pleasantly and quietly,
but with real inspiration: "My dear Minister, I think it
is quite unnecessary to despair. Let Austria-Hungary
attack us! It must come to that sooner or later. The
present is a very inconvenient moment for us for settling
the account. But it is not now in our power to choose the
moment. And if Austria chooses it,—well, so let it be! It
may possibly end badly for us, but who knows? It may
also be otherwise!"14
These words of Major N	, which suggest that the
Serbian military circles did not take so gloomy a view, but
felt sure, or speedily received assurances, of Russian pro-
tection, "quite pulled me together/' M. Jovanovitch con-
tinues; "Happily, from the St. Petersburg Press—and so
far as it was concerned we could assume in advance that
it represented the Government view—we received the first
favorable reports; it "began to take up our defense against
the Austro-Hungarian accusations. Russia would not deny
us nor withdraw her hand from us. After Russia would
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